
Enterprise in the Humanities  

Expressions of Interest Invited 

 
The Project  
 
Entrepreneurial skills of networking, marketing and self-motivation are increasingly sought both 
inside and outside of academia. If you are thinking of moving to industry after your PhD degree or 
you are heading for an academic career, being able to demonstrate business awareness and the 
ability to tackle real-world challenges and contribute to the social and economic success of the 
wider community is a must. This is also true for academia especially since REF (Research 
Excellence Framework) has been introduced in 2014 to assess research’s quality and its ability to 
create ‘an effect on, change or benefit to the economy, society, culture, public policy or services, 
health, the environment or quality of life, beyond academia’.  
 
In ever-competing industry and academic environments, it has become difficult for PGRs and Early 
Careers Researchers (ECRs) to develop these skills only through conference and chapter-writing, 
with few starting to consider how these skills can be developed and applied more broadly.  
 
In order to offer this possibility and explore new territory, opportunities are now available for 
PGRs/ECRs to apply for funding to develop consultancy projects and industry collaborations that 
apply their research to external organisations, cultural institutions, collections and businesses. This 
is the time to take out of your drawer that innovative idea you have been thinking of for a while, 
or your desire to work with a specific partner/organisation in a more enterprising way. Projects 
might in fact involve consultancy or public engagement project ideas for a particular partner you 
wish to work with or as a platform to develop your very own independent business or social 
enterprise idea.  
 
Enterprise in the Humanities programme offers a tailored programme of mentoring (with 
milestones to be agreed with each individual participant/team) in collaboration with industry 
partners active in the sector/organisation you are interested in, in order to shape and progress 
your project idea; and an award of £500 to be used towards the project (you can choose to apply 
as an individual or as a team).  
 
You can consult REALab (https://uomrealab.wordpress.com/projects) and Researcher in Residence 
(https://researchersinresidence.wordpress.com) pages if you would like some inspiration on the 
range of projects you could propose or develop as enterprise. Enterprise in the Humanities has 
been primarily designed to start from your idea and your personal, unique approach and wishes to 
career development so we really look forward to hearing from you! 
 
How to apply 
If you are interested in participating, please fill in the Expression of Interest on the next page and 
email it to rosalinda.quintieri@postgrad.manchester.ac.uk by Friday 4th December 2015.  
Please also provide a recent CV.  
 
Selected projects will be mentored and developed between December 2015 and March 2016.   



Expression of Interest Form 
 

Name:  

Email address:  

Are you (please tick):  PGR student  

 Early-Career Researcher   

If you are a PGR student, 
please fill in the 
information in the next 
column:  

Full time or Part time?   

Year of study  

School/Department that you do your 
PhD 

 

Name and email of your main 
supervisor 

 

Provisional title of your PhD thesis  

Summary of your PhD thesis (ca150 
words) 

 
 

If you are an Early Career 
Researcher, please fill in 
the information in the 
next column: 

When did you complete your PhD  

School/Department that you did your 
PhD 

 

Title of your PhD thesis  

Summary of your PhD thesis (ca150 
words) 

 
 

Are you currently based at a 
University? If so, where and what is 
your current role? 

 
 
 
 

Supporting Statement  
 
 

Guidance:  
You may enter the programme as an individual or as a team.  
Your supporting statement should outline why you would like to be involved in the 
programme, how it links to your PhD research and how it fits with your career plans. You 
should try to articulate the aims of your project/idea and what activities might/could be 
included. Also, please indicate any likely costs involved in materialising your proposal. If 
you have a partner institution/business in mind with which you would like to collaborate, 
please provide relevant details, including whether you’ve approached them already.  
 
Supporting statements should be a maximum of 600 words 

Please write your statement here 
 
 
 
 

Please tick  
(please note that you 
must get the approval of  
your supervisor(s)/line 
managers to participate 
in the training 
programme)  

“I have discussed this Expression of 
Interest with my supervisor(s)/line 
manager and they have approved my 
participation in this program” 

 

“I haven’t discussed this Expression of 
Interest with my supervisor(s)/line 
manager, but I will do if I get a place in 
the program” 

 

 
Thank you 


