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Adrian Carmichael 
Technology Project Manager, ColorMatrix Group 
 Subject of PhD: PhD Organometallic Chemistry 
 
My journey: I undertook my studies at the University of Warwick (BSc Chemistry and PhD Organometallic 
Chemistry). Subsequently I postdoced at QUB (Ionic Liquids) and then back to Warwick (Polymer Chemistry) 
before entering the commercial sector. I worked for WEP developing polymers for personal care applications 
and drug delivery before joining ColorMatrix (now part of the PolyOne) to develop new additives and 
technologies for thermoplastics, in particular packaging applications. At ColorMatrix I’m currently responsible for 
both developing new gas barrier technologies/products and for the project management of this portfolio. 
 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher.  

Alan Stokes 
Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Manchester 
Subject of PhD: Resilient Sensor Network Query Processing 
 
My journey: When I finished my PhD I began working at the SRA on a series of temporary contracts as an 
administrator, having funded my doctoral studies through various teaching and admin roles.  I joined the Fraud 
and Confidential Intelligence Bureau as a Researcher in September 2010 and I am currently the Specified Point of 
Contact for intelligence liaison within the SRA FCIB office team for both the Legal Aid Agency and the Insurance 
Fraud Bureau. 

 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher.  

 

Anna Goatman 
Lecturer in Marketing 
Programme Director BSc Management, Manchester Business School, The University of Manchester 
Subject of PhD: Marketing 
 
My journey: I finished my PhD in 2008 shortly after starting one-year contract as a teaching-focused lecturer in 
marketing at Manchester Business School.  Within the year the post was made permanent.  I am currently 
Programme Director for the BSc Management, the largest undergraduate degree programme in the Business 
School with c.900 students, a role that I took on in September 2012.  I was promoted to Senior Lecturer in 2013. 
 

 
Ashraf Kitmitto 
Senior Lecturer (MHS), The University of Manchester 
Subject of PhD: Biochemistry  

My journey: I obtained my first degree, BSc (Hons), from the University of Wales Institute of Science & 
Technology during which time I was also awarded a 3 month scholarship to undertake research at Bucknell 
University, Pennsylvania, USA.  I went on to do a PhD (MRC studentship) in Biochemistry at Imperial College of 
Science, Technology and Medicine, University of London in the group of Professor Howard Morris, FRS. 
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I then spent 5 years working in the pharmaceutical industry after which time I re-entered academia taking up a 
postdoctoral position at UMIST in the Department of Biomolecular Sciences. 

In 1997 I was awarded a 5 year British Heart Foundation Basic Science Lectureship at which time I started 
working on structural studies of the voltage-gated calcium channel, one of the key proteins involved in 
regulating muscle excitation contraction-coupling. In 2003 I was awarded a further 5year Basic Science 
Lectureship Award from the British Heart Foundation and appointed to a Lectureship at UMIST. During this time 
my group reported the first, and to-date only, 3D structure for the cardiac calcium channel. Upon the merger of 
UMIST with the Victoria Univeristy of Manchester to form the University of Manchester I transferred into the 
Cardiovascular Group in the School of Medicine and was promoted to Senior Lecturer in 2006. 

I have been awarded a 5 year BHF Programme Grant (2011 - 2016). 

 
Carl Death 
Senior Lecturer in Political Economy, The University of Manchester 

My journey: I joined the University of Manchester in August 2013 as a Senior Lecturer in International Political 
Economy, after four years in the Department of International Politics, Aberystwyth University, and a year in the 
School of Law and Government, Dublin City University. I have conducted research in South Africa, Tanzania and 
New York, and have held visiting researcher positions at the Wits Institute for Social and Economic Research 
(WISER) at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, Stellenbosch University, and the Centre for Civil 
Society (CCS) at the University of KwaZulu-Natal in Durban. I am convenor of the BISA Africa and International 
Studies working group, and is an Associate Editor of the journal International Relations. 

 

 
Carlos Horkan 
Product Development Manager, Baxter Healthcare 
Subject of PhD: Organic Synthesis - Bifunctional Asymmetric Catalysis 
 
My journey:  
Masters degree in Medicinal Chemistry & French followed by a PhD in Organic Chemistry. Currently employed as 
the Product Development Manager at Baxter Healthcare S.A. Responsible for manufacturing R&D, new product 
introduction, business development, managing key design and process changes to sustaining product lines, cost 
saving improvement opportunities for current products and manufacturing processes as well as customer and 
manufacturing driven design improvement changes.  
Fifteen years global experience in assessing, designing, developing, implementing and managing key projects for 
blue chip companies and organisations. Previously held positions as Training Development Manager for the 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain (UK), Director of the Pharmaceutical Division at Henry Stewart 
Conference Studies (UK) and as a Research Chemist at Rhone-Poulenc (France). Prior to joining Baxter 
Healthcare held the post as Director of the Pharmaceutical Division at the Regulatory Compliance Workshop 
Group (UK) during which time also became Assistant Editor of the Pharma IT Journal.  

 

 
Cath O'Neill 
Lecturer in Clinical Biochemistry, University of Manchester/ owner of spin-out Biotechnology company 
Subject of PhD: Biochemistry 
 
My Pathway: 1991-Phd; 1991-1996 Postdoc; 1996-2001 worked as a researcher in the NHS;  2001 to present-
lectureship; 2011- present: Founder and Director of Curapel 
 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher.  
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Catriona Parker 
Clinical Trial Project Manager, University of Manchester 
Subject of PhD: Cancer Cell Biology 
 
My Pathway: I gained a PhD in 2001 and worked as a postdoc for 3 years in cancer research, before deciding to 
change direction slightly. I moved into clinical research, initially as a trial coordinator at the Christie Hospital. I 
now project manage large international academic clinical trials in childhood leukaemia at Manchester University. 
 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher.  

 
Charles Insley 
Lecturer, University of Manchester 
 
My Pathway: 1991-98: DPhil, University of Oxford 
1995-1997: Research Assistant, Department of History, University of Wales Bangor 
1997-2001: Assistant County Editor, Victoria County History of Northamptonshire/Lecturer in history, University 
College Northampton 
2001-2002: Assistant county Editor, Victoria County History of Middlesex (University of London): p/t 
2002-2004: County Editor, Victoria County History of Northamptonshire/Senior Lecturer in History, University 
College Northampton 
2004-2012: Senior Lecturer in Medieval History, Canterbury Christ Church University 
2012-to date: Senior Lecturer in Medieval History, University of Manchester 
 
I worked for the Victoria County History (VCH) for seven years, as, in effect, a post-doc researcher on a series of 
rolling contracts, and was made redundant from Northamptonshire in 2001, when the project ran out of money; 
I was temporarily redeployed to VCH Middlesex on a 0.4 fte contract, before VCH Northants found some more 
money and employed me ft from 2002-2004.  I then moved to Canterbury as a lecturer. 
 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher.  

 

Chris Chu 
Corporate Risk Manager, IHG 
Subject of PhD: Project Finance and Risk and Financial Modelling 
 
My journey: I completed my PhD in Project Finance and Risk Management in 2007, supervised by Tony Merna. I 
then undertook post-Doctoral work on supply chain risk management, funded by EPSRC, at Manchester Business 
School. In collaboration with eight leading companies, I developed a supply chain risk assessment methodology 
which has been adopted by several bluechip organisations. I’ve published a number of papers in project finance 
and risk management and am joint author with Tony Merna and Faisal Al-Thani of the book Project Finance in 
Construction - a Structured Guide to Assessment published by Wiley-Blackwell in 2010. I am now Enterprise Risk 
Manager at Global Risk Management, IHG, Broadwater Park, Denham. 

 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher. 
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Chris Munro 
Research Assistant, University of Manchester 
Subject of PhD: Mathematics 
 
My journey: I did an undergraduate maths degree at Portsmouth University, then an MSc and PhD in applied 
mathematics at Manchester, graduating in 2011. My PhD involved industrial maths project and developing 
mathematical software. I spent a year and half working as a geophysicist for the Natural Environment Research 
Council and then returned to the University of Manchester in 2013 to work within the Center for Health 
Informatics. In my current role as research assistant, I work on developing software solutions for healthcare 
projects. 
 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher. 
 

 
David Gelsthorpe 
Curator of Earth Sciences Collection, Manchester Museum 
Subject of PhD: Palaeontology 
 
My Pathway: I began my career volunteering at my local museum whilst I undertook my geology degree. I then 
went on to do a PhD in palaeontology, but wasn't sure what to do once it had finished. The volunteering 
subsequently led to jobs at Sheffield Museum, Whitby & Scarborough museums and then The Yorkshire 
Museum, York. I have been a curator at the Manchester Museum since 2006. 
 

 
David Robinson 
Chartered and European Patent Attorney, Marks & Clerk LLP 
Subject of PhD: Automated Reasoning 
 
My journey: During my PhD it was clear that academia wasn't for me, however I wanted to continue to use my 
background in science. I discovered that the role of a patent attorney provides an ideal fit for my skills, requiring 
a strong science background (a science degree is required) but not being directly involved in research. 
 
 
 

David Worsley 
Risk & Value Manager, Network Rail Infrastructure Projects 
Visiting Lecturer, Newcastle University 
Subject of PhD: Victorian religious & political thought 
 
My journey: After doing some tutoring at Manchester University, I started working in an entry-level role in the 
railway industry. Eventually the skills I learned in my Ph.D. became useful, and later I was able to move back in to 
academia on a part-time basis and combine most things I have studied into a varied career, which has now 
expanded to include international consultancy. 
 

 
 
Elisa Coati 
Graduate School Co-ordinator, University of Leeds 
Subject of PhD: Russian Literature 
 
My journey: I finished my PhD in Russian literature (studying the intersection between contemporary literature 
and Internet culture) in the summer of 2012. Soon after my viva, I started working as an administrator for the 
Researcher Development team in the Faculty of Humanities at the University of Manchester. I spent 7 months in 
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this role and learnt a great deal about University administration. When my temporary contract came to an end, I 
found a permanent position at the University of Leeds, where I am the coordinator of a Graduate School (in the 
Faculty of Education, Social Sciences and Law) and of a social science Doctoral Training Centre. It is a very varied 
role and I am enjoying the University environment and the possibility to work in contact with PhD researchers 
and academics. 

 
 
Fiona Lynch 
Student Recruitment and Widening Participation Co-ordinator, University of Manchester  
Subject of PhD: Vasuclar Physiology 
 

My journey: I have a degree in biochemistry  and I have a PhD in Physiology.  I spent 12 years as a Post-doc in 

Cardiovascular sciences here in Manchester and while working in the labs I was committed to public 

engagement and working with schools and colleges.  I also undertook as much staff development training as 

possible during my time at the University and obtained a certificate in Management.  I also became a Widening 

Participation Fellow and worked with the Student Recruitment and Widening Participation Team here at the 

University in parallel to my job as a post-doc.   I had several short term contracts as a post-doc and was hoping to 

move out of academia.  Then my dream job appeared on the intranet and now I am working with the Student 

Recruitment and Widening Participation Team.  It’s a completely different role from that of a research scientists 

but draws on the many transferrable skills that managing your own research project involve. 

I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher. 

 

Ian Stewart 
Lecturer and Programme Manager (MACE), University of Manchester  
Subject of PhD: Profession & Innovation in the experience of historical and contemporary Commercial Managers 
 
My journey: 'Career' is an over-glamorisation, a post-hoc rationalisation of what has really been about 
uncontrollable events, serendipity, sensing the main chance and playing a long game - if I am being honest. I lost 
my job in the recession and the PhD got me paid. Am I making a lasting intellectual contribution to the ages? No. 
Am I keeping my family with a roof over their head? Yes. I've never been so comfortably-off or content with a 
job. 

 
 

Jason Wylie 
Software Architect, Thales Underwater Systems (Cheadle) 
Subject of PhD: Digital Communications 
 
My journey: I left school at 16, after completing my O level exams.  Following this I completed a 4 year 
Technician Apprenticeship with Ferranti, studying part-time for ONC and HNC qualifications in Electronic 
Engineering.   Having gained more direction in terms of career aspirations, I left Ferranti to study for a BEng 
(Hons) degree in Electrical and Electronic Engineering at UMIST.  After successfully graduating, I was offered a 
PhD place, sponsored by the DRA (Defence Research Agency), reading Digital Communications.  Following this I 
left to join Racal Research for 4 years, working as an Electronics Engineer on the design and development of 
software radios. Since leaving Racal in 2001, I have worked for Thales Underwater Systems and have worked 
mainly on multi-processor distributed real-time sonar signal processing, gradually progressing through to the 
position of Software Architect. 

 

 

 

 



 

 PATHWAYS: Panellist Profiles 
Friday 6th June 2014 

 

 

 

       

 

 

Jen Allanson 
Director, TupleSpace 
Subject of PhD: Computer Science 
 
My journey: Left school at 15. Went to university at 22. BSc and PhD Computer Science. First full-time female 
lecturer in Computer Science at Lancaster University. Senior lecturer at LJMU. Left academia 2004. Freelance 
trainer. Academic careers project officer in Careers @ Manchester University. Freelancer/ portfolio career 2005 - 
2011. Started own business 2011 - date. 
 

I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher. 
 

 
 

Jennifer Sanders 
Publishing Editor, Institute of Physics Publishing 
Subject of PhD: Photon Physics 
 
My journey: I completed an BSc in Physics, MSc in Photon Science and a PhD in Photon Physics, all at The 
University of Manchester. After my PhD, I wanted, in some way, to be able to facilitate or make a contribution to 
the advancement and communication of scientific research. Working in scientific publishing seemed like the 
perfect choice for this. In my role as a Publishing Editor at The Institute of Physics Publishing (IOPP), I manage 
the peer-review process for an applied physics journal, attend conferences to promote the journal, identify hot 
topics and commission content. 

 
Joanne Pennock 
Non-clinical Lecturer, University of Manchester 
Subject of PhD: Organic Chemistry 
 
My journey: Degree (Imperial College), MSc (London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine), Postdoc (Uni 
Manchester), Lecturer (Uni Manchester). I have had two career breaks (maternity leave). 

 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher. 

 
John Zavos 
Senior Lecturer in South Asian Studies, University of Manchester 
Subject of PhD: Religions and Politics 
 
My journey: After completing an MPhil at Jawaharlal Nehru University in Delhi, I worked for a Local Authority in 
London for six years, before registering for PhD at University of Bristol.  Towards the end of my PhD I taught on a 
couple of course units at Bristol, and after graduating in 1998 I continued with this part-time teaching at Bristol, 
alongside similar work at the Open University.  During this period I focused on getting my work into print 
alongside my part-time teaching.  I secured a two year fixed term post at Manchester in 2000, replacing an 
academic on research leave.  At the end of this term, I secured a further temporary post at Manchester before 
moving to a permanent contract in 2004.   I have been here ever since! 
 
 

 

Leigh Williams 
Postdoctoral Bioscientist, AstraZeneca 
Subject of PhD: Tumour vasculature 
 
My journey: I started my career by completing a BSc (Hons) in biological science 2002, followed by an MSc 
Oncology 2004 before moving on to complete a PhD in the field of tumour biology from Sheffield University 
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2010. Following the completion of my PhD I started working as a post-doctoral scientist within the same 
research group, which utilised knowledge and skills gained during the PhD (in-vivo/in-vitro and oncology 
knowledge) but enhanced my portfolio with imaging - MRI.  2011, I moved into the industry setting and joined 
the imaging department at AstraZeneca for a temporary 10 month period from which I gained valuable 
experience with mainly PET but also CT and ultrasound imaging modalities. 2012, I moved into my current 
position as  post-doctoral  bioscientist within the oncology iMed, working on bladder cancer. 

 
 
Louise Natrajan 
Reader (Chemistry), University of Manchester 
Subject of PhD: Inorganic Chemistry 
 
My journey: 2009 - present: EPSRC Career Acceleration Fellow, The University of Manchester 
2005 - 2008: Leverhulme Trust Postdoctoral Fellowship, The University of Manchester, with Professor Stephen 
Faulkner 
2003 - 2004: Postdoctoral Research Assistant, CEA, Grenoble, France, with Dr Marinella Mazzanti 
1999 - 2003: PhD Inorganic Chemistry, The University of Nottingham, with Dr Polly Arnold 
1995 - 1999: MChem in Chemistry, The University of York. 
 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher. 

 
 

Mahruf Shohel 
Research Fellow, Open University 
Subject of PhD: Education 
 
My journey: My knowledge and skills have constantly been challenged and improved through a complex journey 
from a coastal rural village in Bangladesh to the town of Milton Keynes and the renowned Open University (OU), 
a bastion of British academia. After finishing my PhD I joined OU as a Research Assistant and promoted 
immediate after my probational period. Then I was again promoted I was quickly promoted to Research 
Associate and then to Research Fellow due to my key pivotal role in the project I was working. Then I was 
awarded this University Research Fellowship under the Strategic Investment in Research 2011/12 in recognition 
of my contribution to the OU’s work internationally. I am actively engaged in both independent and 
collaborative research that results in high quality outcomes. As a result I have been included in the REF 
submission. Currently I am engaged in 3 international collaborative project and I am the PI for 2 of them. I am 
really proud of learning from challenging contexts. 

 
 

Mariam Attia 
Postdoctoral Research Associate, Durham University 
Subject of PhD: Teacher Development in ICT 
 
My journey: Following my PhD I worked as a part-time Research Assistant on an AHRC project (Durham 
University). Following that I took on a consultancy role as a Research Advisor on an independent digital inclusion 
project developed for the Supreme Council of Information and Communications Technologies in Qatar. I was 
also a part-time online Teaching Assistant at Manchester Institute of Education, The University of Manchester. 
Before that role ended, I became a Researcher Development Officer at The University of Manchester, and now I 
am a Postdoctoral Research Associate, School of Education, Durham University. 
 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher. 
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Neil Armitage 
Lecturer in Sociology, Cantebury Christ Church University 
Subject of PhD: Social Change. 
 
My journey: Since completing my PhD in April 2012 I completed a 6 month post-doc and was then unemployed 
for 6 months. During this period I gave guest lectures/seminars at different universities, before securing my 
current lecturer role. 

 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher. 

 
Nick Goldspink 
Project Manager, N8 Research Partnership 
Subject of PhD: Asymmetric Synthesis Methodology in Organic Chemistry 
 
My journey: During my PhD I expected to follow the standard career trajectory of an organic chemist (at that 
time) which was moving into the pharmaceutical industry, however with changes in the industry there were less 
opportunities and I joined a small biotech.  Despite being a small company opportunities were available and I 
ended up managing the drug discovery activity with a team of chemists and biologists. 
As a company reliant on clinical results when the major Phase III trial failed the company folded and all staff 

made redundant and I joined a medical research charity for 18 months to develop their translational funding 

portfolio before joining the N8 in my current position. 

 
Nick King 
Trainee Patent Attorney, Marks & Clerk LLP 
Subject of PhD: Atmospheric Physics 
 
My journey: I completed an undergraduate degree in Physics and a PhD in Atmospheric Physics.  During my PhD 
I decided that I wanted to work in a technical and science based role outside of academia.   I attended the 
Pathways careers event as a student, and spoke to a patent attorney about their career.  I successfully applied 
for a job as a trainee patent attorney through the contact that I made at Pathways.  I started work immediately 
after finishing my thesis and have now been working as a trainee patent attorney for two years. 
 

 

Nick Proctor 
Managing partner, Adelphi Access (part of the Adelphi Group of Companies) 
Subject of PhD: Predictive pharmacokinetics 
 
My journey: I suppose it was during my mid-PhD blues that I realised my real  interests lay with people rather 
than eppendorfs... a postdoc cemented that and when I got the chance to be part of a university spin-out 
company I jumped at the opportunity to think more about business.  It was how the research could be applied 
which really excited me.  This was still in my academic comfort zone so I moved out into the commercial side of 
the pharma industry where I've been a consultant for the last 8 years and now run a division full of very talented 
people within the Adelphi Group of Companies.  I've never been happier! 
 
In short, here's my journey to date... 
Degree (BSc Biomedical Sciences) - PhD (Pharmacy) - Post-doc (predictive PK) 
Spin-out company (consultant then business development)  
Technical consultancy (business development) 
Market research company (project management)  
Pricing consultancy (director)  
Commercial consultancy (Managing partner). 
 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher. 
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Salil Deena 
Research Engineer, Image Metrics 
Subject of PhD: Computer Science (Artificial Intelligence) 
 
My journey: I started my career as a Software Engineer in Mauritius after completing my undergraduate degree 
in Information Technology. I moved to the UK in 2006 to study for a MSc and then followed by a PhD in 
Computer Science at The University of Manchester. I have also worked part-time as a Test Engineer at Transitive 
Ltd (now acquired by IBM) whilst studying for my PhD. On finishing my PhD in 2012, I joined Image Metrics as a 
Research Engineer, working in the same field as I did my PhD. In summary, my career has so far has involved 
engineering, academic research and industrial research and development. 

 
 
Sarah Marie Hall 
Hallsworth Research Fellow, University of Manchester 
Subject of PhD: Ethics of Consumption 

My journey: I started working at the University of Manchester in October 2012, when I was appointed as a 
Hallsworth Research Fellow. 

Prior to this I worked at Keele University and Marches Energy Agency from 2011-2012 as a researcher on the 
ESRC/EPSRC Energy and Communities project 'Reducing Energy Consumption through Community Knowledge 
Networks'. Before that I worked for six months at Salford Business School, University of Salford, on an ESRC-
funded research project entitled 'Environmental Sustainability, Civil Society and Corporate Citizenship in the 
Russian Federation'. I studied for a PhD at the University of Liverpool from 2007-2010, which looked at the 
everyday ethics of consumption using ethnographic research with families, research in schools and interviews 
with companies, and was funded by an ESRC 1+3 studentship.  

I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher. 

 
Suzanne Aggarwal 
Materials Technologist, AMEC Clean Energy Sector 
Subject of PhD: Materials Science 
 
My journey: BSc materials & biology (2004), travelled 2005, quality control assessor for carburised steels at 
bodycote Macclesfield 2006, PhD materials science sept 2006-sept 2010, Serco November 2010 as metallurgist 
for rail sector, Serco February 2012 materials technologist for energy sector focusing on metallurgical support 
for all lab projects in pre, mid,post testing for  short & long term fatigue, corrosion, physical and chemical 
environments for steels, nickel based alloys and zirconium. Sector of Serco bought by Amec end 2012, Job role 
stayed the same. Currently on maternity leave until September 2014. 

 

 

Suzanne Armitage 
Trainee Clinical Biochemist (Healthcare Scientist), University Hospital of South Manchester (previously known 
as Wythenshawe hospital) 
Subject of PhD: Biochemistry (Cell Signalling) 
 
My journey: After completing my PhD I trained and worked as a forensic scientist for 10 years. When I was made 
redundant from this role, I looked at other scientific opportunities which were available to my skill set (as well as 
applying for forensic science positions), including medical writing and the NHS. I successfully obtained my 
current position within the NHS as a trainee Healthcare Scientist, in the specialism of clinical biochemisty. I am 
currently receiving on the job training as well as completing a part-time MSc in Blood Sciences at the University 
of Manchester. 
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Tobias Galla 
Senior Lecturer, University of Manchester 
Subject of PhD: Theoretical Physics 
 
My journey: 2012-date 
 
2007-2012  RCUK Fellow, Theoretical Physics, University of Manchester:  
2004-2007 Postdoctoral Research Fellow, International Centre for Theoretical Physics, Trieste, Italy;  
2000-2004 PhD student, Theoretical Physics, University of Oxford;  
1994-1999 Physics and Mathematics, University of Muenster, Germany; Diplom in Physics 1999 
 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher 
 

 
 
Tristan Pocock 
Lecturer (Teaching Focused), University of Manchester (FLS) 
Subject of PhD: Pharmacology 
 
My journey: I graduated from the University of Southampton in 1994 with a BSc (Hons) degree in Pharmacology. 
I completed my Ph.D. in Pharmacology (at the University of Manchester) in 1998.  After this, I moved to the 
University of Bristol to complete a British Heart Foundation-funded post-doc (until 2002). During my time at 
Bristol, I was an academic tutor to Veterinary Science students and coordinated some Physiology practicals. 
Whilst on a placement teaching biology in a secondary school in rural Zambia (with Voluntary Services Overseas, 
2002-4), I decided that my future career lay in education. On return to UK, I took up a Teaching Fellow position in 
the Faculty of Life Sciences, University of Manchester. I completed a Postgraduate Certificate in Learning and 
Teaching in HE in 2006 - my major research project consisted of developing a group-based exercise for medical 
students. My current teaching roles include being an academic advisor to Physiology students, facilitation of 
problem-based learning (PBL) tutorials, coordinating laboratory practicals and supervision of 3rd year projects. I 
have also has assessment roles within the Manchester Medical School and am joint coordinator of a Field Course 
in Animal Behaviour. 
 
I have been a Postdoctoral Researcher. 
 
 
 

Wayne Harrison 
Research Associate, University of Manchester (School of Chemistry) 
Subject of PhD: The Synthesis and Properties of Amphiphilic Block Polymers in Aqueous Solution 
 
My journey: After gaining my PhD I worked in inkjet research for a new start-up company.  After 12 months I 
briefly went into the PVC industry before taking on a Knowledge Transfer Partnership (KTP) project with the 
Manchester Metropolitan University and a coated textiles company to develop a revolutionary new product.  
After the three year project was complete I stayed with the company as Product Development Manager for nine 
months, when I decided to have a career change and took on my present role as a Research Associate at the 
University of Manchester, working on graphene-based membranes.  I also continue to work with the coated 
textiles company as an independent consultant. 
 


