
   

 

 
 

SUSTAINABLE CITIES WORKSHOP 

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 

 

L. N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University, Astana (Kazakhstan), from 

26th-30th January, 2015 

Coordinators:  Professor Alistair Boxall (University of York) 

Dr Raikhan Beisenova (L. N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University) 

 

Applications are welcomed from early career researchers (ECRs) at Kazakh and UK organisations to 

take part in a workhop, entitled: 

Sustainable Cities: rapid urbanisation and sustainability in Kazakhstan – exploring the use of 

novel technologies and research methods to address environmental and social change  

The workshop programme includes: keynote talks; networking sessions; advice on professional 

development and research funding; industry talks; cultural activities; and external site visits. 
 

 

PARTICIPATION NOTES 

Tackling the issue of rapid urbanisation requires a multidisciplinary approach and applications are 

therefore welcomed from researchers from a range of disciplines including: the natural sciences; 

social sciences; and technology development. Researchers may be employed within the academic, 

private, public, regulatory and non-governmental sectors. 

Researchers should have a PhD, or equivalent research experience, and be within 10 years of 

receiving their doctorate. 

Participants’ expenses during the workshop (accommodation and subsistence) will be paid for by the 

British Council. A maximum of £800 can be provided to support the travel of UK researchers to the 

workshop. 

The working language will be English and applicants should be an effective operational user. 

Participants will need to provide evidence of the required visa/entry clearance to participate in the 

workshop, no later than 1st December, 2014. Please note – UK nationals will not need a visa to enter 

Kazakhstan for a stay of fewer than 15 days. 

 
 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

Please send (in English): 

 A covering letter explaining your motivation to participate (one page, maximum). 



 A short CV (no more than two pages) with degrees, relevant employment and experience, 

publications and conference papers. 

 An abstract of a relevant short presentation or poster for delivery at the workshop (300 words). 

 

to: sustainablecities.wshop@gmail.com, by 2nd November, 2014. We aim to notify successful 

applicants by 7th November, 2014. For further information, please contact us by email. 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

British Council Researcher Links Sustainable Cities Workshop 

L. N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University, Astana, Kazakhstan, 26th-30th January, 2015 

Sustainable Cities: rapid urbanisation and sustainability in Kazakhstan – exploring the use of 

novel technologies and research methods to address environmental and social change 

Around the world, a shift towards urbanisation is being realised. Half of the world’s population live in 

cities and this is expected to increase to include two billion extra urban residents within the next 

twenty years. Kazakhstan includes some of the fastest growing cities in Central Asia – its strategic 

location between the East and West trading routes and membership of the Central Asian Regional 

Economic Cooperation programme are enabling unprecedented population growth in its urban areas. 

The average rate of annual urbanisation currently stands at 0.9% and urban inhabitants are expected 

to reach 66.3% of the country’s population by 2030. 

 

Urbanisation is linked to high levels of pollution, resulting in adverse effects on human health. Urban 

pollution can also impact the health of the natural environment, affecting the delivery of a range of 

ecosystem services. In turn, both of these will impact the economic output of a country where the 

workforce is subject to health inequalities from environmental hazards and natural capital is 

compromised.  This fast-changing environment is also likely to have implications for the political 

economy of cities where socio-spatial demographics are undergoing change. Consequently, social 

sustainability and the influence that urbanisation may have on citizenship and equality are also a 

priority area for research on the development of cities. 

There is an urgent need to better understand the factors and underlying processes generating 

environmental risks, together with the broader social and economic challenges posed by population 

growth within Kazakhstan’s cities. The potential negative impacts of these on human and 

environmental sustainability must also be understood. To achieve this, improved approaches for 

monitoring different forms of pollution and assessment of the impact of urbanisation on society need 

to be implemented. This workshop will focus on the environmental and societal sustainability of 

urbanisation (particularly: pollutant release to the environment; approaches used to assess/monitor 

the release of pollutants and their impact; and social change), giving researchers the tools and 

methods, through teaching and knowledge-sharing, to understand how environmental and societal 

degradation within a city may affect ecosystem and human health & equality. Case studies from the 

UK and Kazakhstan will be used in order for researchers to develop an appreciation of how the rate of 

urbanisation in different parts of the world affects the variety of environmental and social sustainability 

issues explored. 

The overall aim of this workshop is to introduce researchers to: the range of adverse impacts that 

urbanisation may have on humans, ecosystems and society; the methods by which these impacts 

may be assessed and monitored; and how these factors vary and contrast in cities in the UK and 

Kazakhstan. The workshop will be delivered by a multidisciplinary team including environmental and 

social scientists. It will build on York’s international expertise in understanding urban environments. In 

addition, the workshop aims to increase the employability of ECRs through a number of career-

development sessions. 
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